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Meetings

Meetings of the Broseley Local History Society
are held on the first Wednesday of each month
at 7.30 pm at the Breseley Seocial Club, High
Street, unless otherwise announced. Car park-
ing is available at the back of the Club.
Mermbers are requested to be seated by 7.30 pm
to allow speakers a prompt start.

Programme

& MNov The Great Exhibition of 1851, by David de
Haar, Director of the Irerbridge Gorge
Iduzewrn Trust

4 Dec

g Jan

5Feb

Annual Christmas dinner, see page 5
More Mermories of Old Broseley
Shropshive Quarter Sessions Recowds, by
Joht Shearman

The Annual Wilkinson Lecture, Today
Breseley, Tomorrow the World! by David
Lake

2 Apr My Valley - the Industrial History of #he
Taff Valley and s links with East
Shropehire, by Stewe Rowson, co-author
of abook on the Glamerganshire Canal

5 Mar

7 May From Packhorse fo Railways, by local
transport histerian Dr Trevor Hill

4Tun  Surramner event, details to follow

14-15 Jun Williarm Eeynelds bicentenary week-
end, based at the Long Warehouse,
Coalbrookdale, This eventis sponsorsd
by the Wrekin Local Studies Forum of
which the Society iz amember

27Ul Surrwner walk, details to follow

For further information, contact Meil Clarke

(01952 504135).

Annual General Meeting

The Scciety's AGM was held on 2 October at
which, there being no other neminations, the
outgoing cormmmittee agreed to serve another
tertn.  Jehn Freeman will once again be
Chaiman.

In his report, Freeman said that the Society had
had a wery successtul year, with a variety of
interesting talks and events. In the coming year
it would be broadening its prograrmume by irwit-
ing speakers from local organisations, in partie-
ular David de Haan of the Ironbridge Gorge
Museumn Trust whoe would be speaking in
Movember and Jim Waterson of the Severn
Gorge Countryside Trust who would be giving
a talk later that evening.

It appeared that the cost of resiting the
Alexander Erodie Memorial tablet, which was
reported on in the last Newsletter, would be
prehibitive. The orly possibility of financing
this would be to raize funds especially for this
project.

Freemnan welcormed those people whe had
joined the Scciety during the last year and said
that membership stood &t 125,
Subseriptions, which were now due, would
remain at £3.00,

now



New Members

The Society would like to welcome the followr-
ing rmnermbers who hawve joined over the past
year

IMr G Bird

Mrz R Brickley

My & Mrs W Callowutt
Dr E Carter

Mrz 8 Charnbers

Idr é Mrs K Elcock
Mrs ] Griffiths

Idr K Harriz

Mrs ¥ Humphrey
Mr E Johnston EER
Iirs W Lane

Iir A Morgan

Mrs ASarkey

whe all live in the Broseley area

Others from farther afield are:

Idr D Eentor, Bloxwich, Walsall

Iir ] Boden, Cannock, Staffs

Mr ] Clarke, Shrewsbury

Mr D de Haan Irorbridge Gorge Mususm
Trust

Mr ] Heighway, North Hykeham, Lincoln

Idrs I Mebdullen, Bolton, Lanes

Mr ] Price, Bridgnorth

Idr M Richards, Oldhamn, Lanes

Iir S Rowson, Cardiff

Dr W Strawbridge, Pontypridd, Glamorgan
Mr ] Watersor, Severn Gorge Countryside
Trust

Dr | Wilkes, Canbridge

Previous Meetings

The Jitties in Broseley Wood were the subject of
the September Mermery meeting. There was
sorme discussion as to the accuracy of the narmes
currently in usge, as well as the actual signpost
ing, but there was general agreement that the
Jitties themselves had been named after families
who had lived in therm. Cne of the exceptions
was the Ding Dong Steps, so named because of
the sound they made when people wearing
clogs walked down them.

Copies of these and other Memeory Evenings are
available at a cost of 50p each.

In Qetober, manager Jim Waterson gawve an
excellent talk on the Severn Gorge Countryside
Trust and it was a real pleasure to listen to a
speaker who is so enthusiastic about his work
and zo obvicusly on top of his job.

The Trust was set up in 1991 by Telford
Develepment Corperation to manage and corr
serve some 270 hectares of wood and grass land
for the benefit and enjeyment of the lecal corm-
munity and iz partly funded by rents from war-
ious properties ceded to them by Telferd and
Wrekin Council.
managed by the Trust are seattered throughout
Coalbrookdale and Ironbridge and include
Eenthall Edge and Ladywood.

The wvarious areas of land

In degeribing the activities of himself and his
stmall staff, Waterson said that their aim was to
put back as muchinto the corrrnunity as possi-
ble, not enly by emploving local contracters for
such tasks az log handling and hedge laying,
but alze by working with groups such as
Irorbridge Woodland Products in supplying
trnber to local schools for wooderaft projects.

He also emphasized that the public had access
to all the land which fell under the Trusts corr
trol, and wasz not just confined to footpaths.
That being the case, he urged people to be
ernpathetic with the Trust's aims of benefitting
the whole cormmunity and treat the area with
respect,

The Trust runs a series of guided walks
throughout the swnmer months as well as

workshops on pruning and restoring apple
trees. Infonmation on these can be obtaired by
phoning 01952 433380,

Apedale Drift Mine

The coach trip to the Apedale Drift Mine in
Chesterton, Staffordshire, took place in mid
October and, mainly due to the efforts of Dawid
Lake, proved to be a huge success.

According to Lake, mining had been taking
place in the Apedale Valley since the 1300g,



altheugh a big problemn had always been get-
ting the coal to itz markets. However, after the
construction of the Sir MNigel Gresley Canal in
the late 1700z, the situation improved consider-
ably and several new mines were opened, so
that by 1676 the Apedals Collieries were flour-
ishd g

The depression of the 1930s, howewer, saw the
clozure of the Apedale company and it was only
during World War II that sorme small drift
mines, often worked by only one or two miners,
were opened inthe area. After the War a larger
drift mine was opered, probably by miners
returning frorm the forces, and by the time of the
Labour government's nationalis ation of the coal
industry it had become large enough to be
included. This is the mine that was worked

Al Kitted out and rardy foraction, the group
prapres to o domn the mine

until recently and is now awisitor attraction.

Below are some itnpressions of the tour from
two of the participants.

Coals to Newcastle (under Lyme)!
by Heather F reeman

Few of us canactually claim to hawe taken coals
to Neweastle, but David Lake iz one of the very
few men whe has net only proved it possible,
but also brought it off most successtully.

The coach trip organised by David left from
Hizghley, Bridgnorth, Broseley and Telferd to
visitthe Apedale Heritage Centre at Chesterton,
justoutside Neweastle. The party congisted not
onily of Society members, but families, friends
atid - thanks to good publicity - afew ex-colliers

for authenticityl

After a few delays (the coach driver had newer
enceuntered our hairpin bend), plus a quick
tour of Stafford Park, presumably to check for
any remaining coal mines, we made good tirme
and received a warm welcome at the MMusewm.
We were quickly divided into three groups, the
optons being lunch, a guided tour around the
comprehensive exhibition showing the history
of the site from FEoman times and, for the most
eager, dewn the mine straight away! For the
mine wizit we were all kitted out in helmets and
lamps with heavy battery packs strapped
around our waists,

This mine is a drift mine, so entered like an adit
at agentle gradient. As the only light was from
our helmet lamps we did get some feel of what
it must have been like to work there - minus the
hard labour, neise and dangers of the timel As
the headroom was reasonable there was not a
great feeling of claustrophobia, which was a
Our guide checked for
black gas with his lamnmp, catbon diexide appar-
ently collectz in the hollows, but the flame
rernained determinedly lit.

relief to sorme of us.

The colliers and their wives wheo joined us camne
fromn the last mines worked in our area
Highley, Kemberton and Granville. Luckily
they were dizpersed through the three groups,
so we all had the benefit of their firsthand expe-

From Teft to right. Daeid Lake gdth er-aollies
Erigs AMartin, Alec Brakend] (ex Highley Mine Deputy), Jack
E dearvds and Morvis Johngon (@ Bepin Doy).
The experiences of these poople added much bo the
understanding of working wrditions underground



riences and considerable reminiscences about
what it had actually been like to work in these
conditions. They all spoke about the cama-
raderie betwesn the miners, not only formorale
but alse, more importantly, for safety and the
corstant vigilance which was needed for what
were, everl in modern times, wery hazardous
working conditiorns. The mine guides wers
clearly pleased to hawe these experienced men
to wisit, and they greatly inereased our credibil-

ity asz visitors from one mining area to another.

We were very pleased to have apiping hotbowl
of lobby - an authentic meat stew - for lunch
before going on to other activities, The whole
zite iz run by wery enthusiastic velunteers
statfing the exhibition ares, the mine itself and
the good canteen and shop facilities.

Many thanks from us all to David for such an
excellent day out. The enly question [ am sure
many of us have for him now is where and
wher is the next one to be?

My Thoughts on Apedale Colliery

by Gareth Rushton, Gargth s 9 years old and
attends Barrow Schodl

I wizited Apedale Colliery with my dad and
members of the Broseley Historical Society. 1
thirk that the cuides were very good at explain-
ing hew the mine worked and what happened
when it closed before we went undereround.
When I went underground 1 saw a theodolite,
codl gearns, convevor belts, explosive wagon
and explesives in a readway being driven. 1
alse saw an Eimee loading showvel and under
cutter, a shaft and cage and wventilation fan
which seared me when it started to work. 1
liked the idea of extending one of the coal reads
which iz blocked off, which will give more to
see underground.

Back on the surface in the museurn [ saw a dis-
play about a Romarn settlement found under the
Holditeh Colliery car park and meodels and phete-
graphs of the mine. I also saw exhibits of rescue
kitand a First Aid room.

[ think the trip could be improved if the visitors
were told about what happened to the coal once

it reaches the surface.

The wisit was great fun, the people were very
friendly and helpful with everyone especially
the children like me. Ireally enjoyed my wisit to
Apedale Colliery, it was GREAT.

Alex Perry unvels the plague on the neady erectad monu-
ment to the old Caughley Ching Works, The monument,
which is ir Pound Lane, has Deen erected at the rearest point
to the form e factory, on the site of the gatelarding to the
cottage, all that remained of the Riag aworks after the frctory
itaelf mnrs domolidied Alev is the eridomr of Stephen Pavy,
who was vey involved with this project, arvanging for
Ibatod; o make the bridks with day from the Caughley open-
axst site before his tragic desth ardy his year

Caughley China Factory Monument

Innocent Espionage

Steve Dewhirst has recently been given a copy
of a moest interesting book Innocent Espionage -
the LaReckefoucmild Brothers' four of England in
1785 by MNorman Scarfe, published by The
Boydell Press, PO Box 9, Woodbridge, Suffolk
[P12 30F. Here iz an extract:

Broseley: Wr Wilkinson's Works

We spent the whele titme after a hurried early
dinner wisiting the ironworks, and next day
(15th) left our inn te go to Mr Wilkinson's
house, who lives at the other end of the village.



We had aletter for hitn. Mr Wilkinson is one of
the greatest irormasters in the world. Itis he
whe invented the art of boring cannen, which
hitherto had been cast together with the breach
(sic). He established rnear Nantes the boring-
mill I mentiored in my journals of travels in
France; itis he who sold astean-pump to Paris,
indeed several others, and who still sends daily
several thousand pieces of mechanism we can-
He has acquired irmmmense wealth,
mostly by his genius. We are assured that at
times he is not only casting pieces for export to
France, he iz deing it inall hiz forges - an enor-
mous nunber - and even in all the forges of
Coalbrockdale. [ suppose he rmust employ
about ten thousand workpeople every day.
One may judge how much business he iz doing
with foreign countries!

not cast.

We didn't find Mr Wilkinsorn: he was in bed
with a heavy cold he had caught inLondon. He
read the letter we had brought him and sent us
to hiz rearest ironworks where his agent (com-
mig) showed wus everything they were deing.
The works are wery fine and conwvenient in the
senge that all the workshops employing fire are
together: they are all ranged round abig empty
space into which horses bring the ceal and all
else necessary: itis all under one roof.

Subscriptions

Subseriptions to the Society are now due. If
you have not already paid, please complete
the form below and return to Janet Robinson,
26 Coalport Road, Broseley, TF125AF,. The cost
of a year's subseription iz £3.00 and cheques or

Telk

I enclose £

postal orders should be made payable to
Broseley Local History Society.

Jack Owen

Jack Owen, the Society’s wery much hands-on
Prazident, has been in the wars recently. First
he breke abone in his wrist and then, perhaps
becauge his arm was inasling, he had a fall and
was taken into the Princess Roval Hospital, At
tirne of going to press, he iz in Innage Grange
rehabilitation centre in Bridenorth. We wish
hitn a speedy recovery and look forward to see-
ing him back in action.

John Wilkinson, Ironmaster
Extraordinary,

by Ron Davies

Thiz book, which was first made available last
year, continues to sell well, due in large part to
the efforts of Jack Cwen. The perfect Christrmas
present, copies are available at £5.55 from
David Lake, Stocking Lane, Nordley WW16 457,
tel: 01746 7e2813. Cheques should be made
payable to the Broseley Local History Society.

Christmas Dinner

Drate: 4 December
Tirre: 7.30 prm for B.00 prm
Venue: Lion Haotel

High Street, Broseley
Cost: £14.00 per head

Christnas dinner is very much a part of the
Society's annual calendar and iz anevent not to
be missed. The menu will cover a choice of
stnoked zalmon and prawn terrine; cream of
vegetable soup; pate de campagne; garlic
mushrooms; followed by reast beef and york-
shire pudding; roast turkey with sausage and
bacon rolls, stutfing and cranberry sauce; fillet
of saltmon with hollandaize sauce; pork in
creamn and cider; apricot chickery mushroom
stroganoff. There will also be a selection of
deszzerts followed by coffee and minee pies.

To secure your place, please complete and
return the formn overleaf to Janet Robinson,
26 Coalport Read, Breseley, TF12 5AZ by net



Please reserve __ place/s for the Society's Annual Christmas Dinner

Name: I encloge cheque/ postal order for

Add: E payable to

Eroseley Local History Society.

Pleage return to Janet Robinsen, 26 Coalport

Telk Foad, Broseley, TF12 5AZ, by 22 Nowvember

Pleage state your choice of:

Starter h¢ain course

later than 22 MNeverrber. Cheques should be
marde payable to Broseley Local History Society.
Please indicate your choice of starter and main
coUrse.



