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Meetings

Meetings of the Broseley Local History Society
are held on the first Wednesday of each
month at 7.30 prn. Venue is the Broseley Social
Club, HighStreet, unless otherwize announced.
Car parking is available at the back of the Club.
Members are requested to be seated by 7.30 pm
to allow speakers a prompt start.

Programme

4Sept Memories of Qld Broseley - the Jitties.
Ering the map on p 5 to the meeting.

200t AGM, followed by The Severn Gorge
Carrttryside Trast, by Jin Waterson,

& Nov The Great Exhibition of 1851, by David
de Haan, Director of the Severn Gorge
Liuzewrn Trust.,

4 Dee  Anrual Christmas dinner

BJan More Memories of Old Broseley.

5Feb  Shropshire Quarter Sessions Records, by
John Shearrnan

5Mar The Annual Wilkinson Lecture, Today

Braseley, Tomorrow e World! by David
Lake

For further information, contact Meil Clarke
(01552 504135,

Previous me etings

In June Michael and Gillian Pope hosted a
Jubilee Sumimer Soiree at their hotme in Dark
Lane where Michael gave abrief history of how
the zite cane to play amajor role in the prowvi-
sion of a water supply, and subsequently sewr-
erage facilities, for the residents of Broseley.

In 1875 the Counecil decided to build a reservoir
in what is now the garden of 2 Dark Lane. Plans
for it to be filled by an adjacent spring, howewer,
proved inadequate, as were their atternpts to
top it up with water from the original Down
Well further down Dark Lane.

Twenty years later, howewer, the reservoir ran
completely dry - it had been built over a mire
shaft and the water had leaked out throughsub-
sidence cracks, Undaunted, the Council turned
it ints a sewerage disposal facility. But the
sewage sealed the cracks, the reservoir over-
flowed and the whele project was abandoned.

Amore detailed account of this ill-fated project,
az well as other interesting factz about the site
will appear in the nextissue of the Jowrnal

In July MNeil Clarke led the second Surnmer
Walk from Telford Centre to Stirchley along the
Silkin Way. Time certainly flies, the first one
was five years agol

The Walk, which started from the town centre,
went past the Pools which gerviced the
Shropshire Canal, past the Mediaeval Chapel
(rebuilt after being removed from what is now
Telford Centre), and dewn to the Randlay Pool
to pick up the line of the Canal. This section
subsequently becamne a railway, which was in



turn overtaken by “progress” and iz now
defunet. Sotme sections of the Canal, however,
still exist around Stirchley Pools.

The turn round point of the walk was the ague-
duct at Chapel Lane and the way home includ-
ed alook at St Jarmes Chureh inStirehley and a
pintat the Rose and Crown, We also went past
the old Stirchley stack with its impressive brick-
work, the clay pit and the ruined iron fumaces.

A mest interesting, informative and enjoyable
evening, there iz more to Telford than vou
might think. When is the next ene, Neil, 20077

Alexander Brodie Memorial

To commemorate the 30th anniversary of He found
ine of the Broseley Local History Sociefy (formerly
the Wilkinson Soctety), the Queent’s Jubilee yvear and
the SR avtiversary of the Jackfeld slip,  has been
suppested that the memorial tallet to Alexender
Brodie, fronmaster of Calcutts, be restted

This tablet i currently i an tnconspickons postHion
bekind the orean in 5¢Mary's Chuereh, Jackfield, and
the proposal & that i be moved to a more prominent
place within the Church A wooden plague wonld be
placed beneath the tablet explaining whet had been
dove and for what morpee. Dave Shinton, whose
idea this i, canvasses members for their opinion.

Armengst what [ eall the seven wonders of the
Parish Church of St Mary, Jackfield, iz the

Hidden bérind the orgar of 5t Mary's Churdh,
Jacdkfidd this tall et ommemonting
Alexander Brodie rands

IN MEMOLY OF
ALEXANTDEEL ERODIE ES(Q,
IEONM ASTER OF CALCUTT
WHO DIED JUME ¥, ME:CC CH
AZEL L¥VI YEARS.

memorial tablet to Alexander Brodie, irorinas-
ter of the Caleutts. This memeorial was eriginal-
ly in the Red Church, but was moeved to
Jacktield about the titne that Randall wrote his
History of Breseley in 1675, By that tirme Brodie
the irenmaster and hiz deings had been
eclipsed by the Exleys (whe, like Brodie and our
present Chairman John Freeman, lived at Rock
Heouse) and others in the clay industries.
Erodie’s memerial was relegated to a dark cor-

ner of the churchbehind the organ.

Alexander Brodie, who was born in 1763, inher-
ited the Caleutts works from his unele, an
inventive Scot, whose name he shared. Mo
doubt the uncle tutored him in the arts of
foundry management for, looking back in 1837,
the historian Charles Herbert speaks of the
Caleutts where “the Mr Brodies™ cast so many
cannon “during the late War”, The Napoleonic
Wars ended in 1815, so the younger Brodie, no
less than the elder, was obwviously kept busy.

Brodie ran the Caleutts frorm 1811 whern, accord-
ing to the Victorig County History (p 276) the
works included two large blast furnaces, a
stearn powered cannon bering machine, abor-
ing mill for eylinders and a water powered bor-
ing/turning machine. Thiz was a sizeable
enterprise by any standards. You will know the
painting by Rebertson “An iron work for cast
ing cannon”™ where the Caleutts is seen, water-
wheel and all, doewrstream from the Bedlam
site. Thiz dernonstrates the point.

Trinder gives the wiew in his [rdustrial
Revolution (p 58) that as few as nine companies
derninated the ironindustry at this time. Along
with the Darbys and Wilkinson, in that select
list appears the narmne “Brodie”,

To hawe still in our possession the mermorial to
a man of such stature must be a rarity. Now
that we appreciate onee more the importance of
the history of the iron industry on this side of
the river, a more fitting hoeme in the church for
the Alexander Brodie memorial is deserved.

The year 2002 iz not only the 30th anniversary
of the founding of the (then) WilkinsonSociety,



it iz alse the Queer’s Golden Jubilee year and
the 50th year since the Jackfield slip. A yearto
aotrnernerate.

[ have suggested to our Chaimnan that the
Society undertake a project to celebrate these
events. What the project might be iz for the
Society to decide. I offer the restoration/resit-
ing of the Alexander Brodie memeorial as a can-
didate.

It you have an opinion on this, or an alternative
candidate, give John Freernan (01952 8553459 or
rmyself (01952 552765) a call.

Dave Shinton

Bubbles - Yes!
Children enjeving themselves with bubble

pipes is anenduring image, perhaps best encap-
sulated by the Millais painting which wasg later
adapted for a Pears Seap advertisernent. In
years gone by Broseley children followed the
custorn, probably using their mother’s Lux seap
flakes (if rationing allowed).

Rer Eeyean mot
oty ke clay
fpes, hiecan
blow beebbles with

them ¢
A Mow a nurrm-

Eroszeley
youngsters can, if they wish, practizse the time-
honoured pastime wing their own pipes. To
cotnmermorate the Queen's Golden Jubilee the
parent-teacher association at Broseley C of E
Scheol in Dark Lane decided to buy 300 bubble
pipes from pipermnaker and demonstrator Rex Key
and present one to each child at the scheool. It
would be a unique and appropriate memente
with local conrections and be different to the
custormary mug.

Councillor Roy Lane, chainnan of the school
goverrors, presented the pipes, meounted in
presentation boxes and endorsed with the date
and oceasion, at a school ceremeony at the end of
term.

The casting of a brass pipe mould engraved
with the scheol's logo, an owl wearing amortar
board, was also corrrnizsioned.

When next out and about look up - vou may
gee astrearn of Hiny bubbles floating high abowve
Eroseley.

Hex Key

Avpedale Drift Mine Tour

A wisit to the coal face at Apedale Drift Mine,
Chesgterton, Staffordshire, iz planned for
Saturday 12 Octeber, 2002, This will be a nos-
talgic day for those who remember the great
days of mining, educational for those who claim
not to.

Travel i3 by GoWhittle coach which will be
picking up at the following places and tirnes:

Highley ld Lloyds Bank 10.15 am
Eridgnorth The Bear 10.30 am
Eroseley Delphside 10.50 am
Telford Eus Station 11.15 am

The cost iz £5.00 for adults, £5.00 for children
under 16 and for senicr citizens., Fleaze note
that children under the age of 5 will not be
allowred underground.

The Apedale Drift Mine was the successor to
the Apedale Deep Pits complex, which included
Sir MNigel Gresley’s Canal, the Apedale
Irorwrorks and Knutten Forge.

Access is by asloping tunnel, notby acage ina
shaft, and az well az the underground experi-
ence there is the mining heritage exhibition cen-
tre, While the mine is not muddy, vou should
bring stout footwear and warm clothing.
Fefreshments are available.

To book, phone Diawid Lake on 01746 762513 or
write to Awvebury, Stocking Lane, Nordley,
Eridgnorth WW1e 45%Y. Cheques should be
made out to Broseley Local History Sediety.

ny



Postbag

Fravik Dawson, a Society member whe lives in
Cumbria, s recenitly beent in corres pondenice with
Dawid Lake reparding Janet Butler's vesearch notes.

Int thanking David for kis Felp R goes on

It iz good to be reminded there are more
Wilkirson enthusiasts about. I ferret away at
documents and papers up here in my spare
time in relative isclation and find the forum
provided by the Eroseley Local History Society
very supportive in a curious way, though I
haven't ranaged to zet dowrn to your meetings
so far, simply because to do so involves abit of
an expedition The Dawid de Haan Lecturs
could be the catalyst I need to stir myselfl

Wilkinson was certainly armulti-faceted rerdus,
as you say. [t is his corfidence that again and
apain asterdshes me, confidence to think the
unthinkable (as the present day business gurus,
pale shadows of Wilkinson inmy wiew, so easily
zay it) but then go on to puton the ground what
hiz conternporaries had often considered to be
impossible. That carried a darker side of course
- loreliness, a sense of injustice, of being misun-
derstood .. undervalued, and the determination
and anger this generated . . but be iz a fascinat-
ing personality to explore and his story is an
epie, full of energy and drama.

I'se reached the mid 17805 in the Life I'm trying
to write. That iz I've completed eight chapters
of a projected 12 or 14 over the last four years
sinee [ retired, which included atwo year period
when I did no writing. The later half of his life
iz rmuch better documented than the earlier
which will make the next bit perhaps a slower,
if & more interesting, labour.

Fravk Dawson

The Society's website recently received this commue
niication from Russell Burns, who lives in the LISA
and = looking for information on ks family, Aryone
who can help him = asked fo contact him on

thbd @yahioo com.

My name is Fussell Haydn Burrs and I am
gearching for sorme information about my dad.
His name iz Lawrence Haydn Burns, he lived in

Eroseley for sewveral years before leaving in
1946, He had abicyele and radio shop with a
gas punp outside. He supplied the town with
radio for the war and drowve the local minister to
and from church with a loan car business.

Please e-rnail me with any service you can pro-
vide, Your site iz very good and [ enjoyed see-
ing many pictures of my family's town, [ was
bornin the UsA (California), and need to know
my fanily history. My dad died in 1983 my
motm MNora, brother Anthony and sister
Elizabeth were all from that area

Thank vou so much for anything you can find.
Fagssell Burns

Enginuity

This recently erected monument marks the teof the Caughley
China Works This was ore of the projects in which Society
manber Stepher Peray aas inecleed gt the time of his death
enlier thisyexr. Stghen had arranged with Ibstod that the
bricks for the monument would De made with day from the

2 AR Ry Coughley open-
arst site with a
recess to hold an
iron plague
depicting  the

works (this isyet
to be fitted). As
I mark of respect
to  Stepher, a
brick  inseribed
‘Stephen DPerry
1951 - 20027 huas
been induded

The Ironbridee George Museurn Trust has
recently opened a new musewn. Enginuity iz
sited next to the Museumn of Iren in
Coalbrookedale and, in the words of its publie-
ity leaflet, offers “a honeypeot of exhibits which
will irepire you and your family to become
apprenitice engineers for the day.” There are
lots of things to do, like pulling a real locorne-
Hve or pitching vour skill: against that of a
robot Call 01952 432166 for more information



THE JiTTIES N BROSELEY WoOD

Arknowled gernent is rnade to the publishers of
the brochureWeloom ¢ to B rosdey,
An Eqrly Industricl Tows, from which
this rmap and infonmation have been talien
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