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MEETINGS PROGRAMME

Meetings of the Broseley Locadistory Societ

held on the first Wednesday of each month at 7.30pn1
at the Broseley Social Club, High Street, unless

y are

7 dun Summer walk in Apley Park

Jul Annual Outing: Quarry Bank Cotton Mill
Styal, Cheshire

otherwise announced. Car parking is available at the

back of the Club.

6 Sep The Birmingham Brass IndustryVin
Calcultt

Members are requested to be seated by 7.30pm to allow

our speakers a prompt start.

4 Oct WW1 Postcarddiana Clarke

Visitors are welcome but are asked to give a donation

towards Society funds.
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Further details from Neil Clarke 01952 504135.

NEW MEMBERS

The Society would like to welcome the following new
membes:

Janice Stephensowrockwardine Wood
Ruth Crofts,Broseley

Carolyn MolyneuxBroseley

Sarah BonnemBroseley

If you want to book a place on the tri

to Quarry Mill, then fill out and returr

_ the form on the last page of th
National

Trust February edition of Newsletter




PREVIOUS MEETINGS And so to Broselepassng the said @o be haunted

A R eGhurchd through Church Stregpast The Lady
Forrester Hospital with recoering WW1 soldiers and
Janet Doody writes just glancing at the Foresters Arms, no time to pause or
Alarger than average audience gathered for this muchjisten to the wonderfulphotograph of the Broseley

awaited evening and was not disappointed; using just @rchestrai was your ancestor a member?
fraction of his collection Ray took us on a journey

through the East Shropshire coalfield area prior to the
developnent of the Telford New Town.

Ray Far | owCGdlect®eo st car d

Ray has amassed well over 6000 postcards relating to
Shropshire and is still colleicty; some are unused but
many have been posted and sometimes contain
The tour began as something of a personal journey fofntriguing messages. Comments from the audience
Ray starting on his home territory of Dawley, with jhcluded the often bizarre choice of subject for the
photographs of the main street, showing the Captainggrqs, especially those images relating to industrial
Webb Memorial, which has over the years completedgpics; not something that woufttoduce a profitable

its own tour of Nevgtreet! And including the Park and print-run today.However,around the time of the First
Church, Holy Trinity, which often confuses family world war few had cameras, photographs in
historians as it is sited adjacent to Little Dawley, whilst b & w s papers did not appear
the Thomas Telford desi 958§ prédiced fmBgesC Were Sekeiting LsBrRethid ©

Malinslee is probably closer to Dawley centre. From perhaps we find hard to understatudiay.
there we travelled through Horsehay, past what was

once the Horsehay Works (through many changes o

name) now diminished to just the office buildings, into
Doseley, and the parish church containing the resting
place of the Shropshire Giant, William Ball; steaqi
on through Malinslee and Stirchley Railwstations to
Market Street, Oakengates. Along the Holyhead Roa(
to one of the many sites belonging to the once hugga
global corporation of the Lilleshall Company, followed | "‘."'_
another once large industrial complex &a n k e y';,
Castle Car Works in Hadley. |

}'here is no doubt that Ray will have to sift through his
collection once again, for | am sure like myself you all
look forward to another presentation of Shropshire
through old postcards

From here we travelled south to Madeley and Parkls:
Avenue showing the original location of the War [E38
Memorial; another that over recent years has sough Cooe

of KembertonColliery Mine Rescue Team was next, [|§ ' cwtcn sm:&‘f‘ Bcose.n.gv
then the Hay Farm, now the Great Hay Hotel and down
the Hay Inclined Plane. Moving south over the river via
the Coalport and Jackfield Memorial Bridge, passing
Harry Reynol dés Fhoas akdson r AanaItV\}Wkinéoh IfecttﬁeWi ng
upstrean t o t he Haynes Bvidgemor i al

on the way glancing right to Madeley Wood and my John Wllklnson and the Ironbrldgly David de Haan
own infant and junior school, now housing. By the second half of the eighteenth century
commercial and industrial activities on both sides of the
Severn Gorge in the Coalbrookdale area wapadly
increasing.The nearesbridge was 2 miles away at
Buildwas soa ferry was used fopeople and good®
cross over the riverThis proved to bedangerous,
especially in winterand unreliable in dry summer
periodsln 1774 discussions between industrialists, iron
masters and landwners began to take place about the
possibility of building a bridge spanning the river in the
Gorge. On September 15775 the first formal meeting
regarding the project was held here in Broseley.

Pictures courtesy of Ray Farlow and Shropshire Stz




Wilkinson was involved from the beginning and had breathtaking, someof the larger machinetaking cuts
previausly had discussions with his friendfhomas  of coal nearly40 feetthickin the Warwickshire seams.
Farnolls Pritchardabout the idea of building an iron The boys had brought a fantasticollection of

bridge in the Severn Gorge. Pritchard went on to deSig'FnemorabiIia with them and manyembersof the
the bridgeand anAct of Parliamento build a bridge

) ) audience took time to view these and ask questions as
received Royal Assent e spring ofL776.

to their uses.

§0f18uBILI—I|S Ja ¢ CI ount of Davidos Qutes?iolné( wel‘%'pllJt Ito th% %oyspa}i!gj?ahd' aﬁe‘? f“:ﬁed '
ourna. presentatiorwhich they responded well to.

At The Coalface The Granville Boys would l&kto thank Broseley Local
History Society for the opportunity theyere giverto
share their fantastic memories and information with
The Granville Boys were in attendance at the Broseleythem, but more importantly for the very kind donations

Local History Society on WednesddyApril to give an  the audience gavéotaling nearly £50 towards the
insight into the working lives of the modern miner and Telford Mining Merorial Fund.

also to explain the conditions that the miners, their
wives and children had to endure during the Victorian
period.

Stewart Braddock Writes

The presentationwas well attended with about 60 Memorial
members takg their seatsfor the meeting. fie
speakers Malcolm Peel, Cliff Hewitt and Stewart N
Braddock each spoke for approximately@idutesand
with the aid of the projector anitheir knowledgethey
gave a very comprehensive and informative
presentation to all. The November 2016 issue of Newsletter carried a
report on the iron sculptures which had been donated to
Broseley by the Ironbridge Power Station. At that time,
a?nly two of these had been installed while the
remaining four werstill waiting to be brought up from
Ironbridge. Now, however, all six are in place around
The presentation took the approved route of earlythe town and the map shows the approximate positions
exploration and of how coal was found andimed,  of the sculptures.
conditions underground, child Iabpur aqd the long These sculptures were built from scrap metal by Gerry
hours worked that were sometimes in complete . :
. Foxall in the early 1980s and were dbted by him to
darkness and with no health and safety measures aﬁ1e ronbridge Power Station. However u it
such. orieg ) » upon s
closure in 2015 these had to be found a new home and
This was followed with an overview on transport Broseley was lucky enough to be chosen as a suitable
systems used underground from very eddys when site for them.
young boys pulledhe tubs of coal out, through the
periodwherepit ponieswere usedthis ceasing only in
1996 to everyoné ssurprise up to modern day

automatic skip winding.

Mining

Iron sculptures

The subject afining in the local area of Broseley was
contained in thearly stage of the presentatishowing
detailed slides as to the location and names of the loc
mines.

Their new positions, on the Pritchard Memorial plinth,
Cape Fold, Wilknson Avenue, the library car park, All
Saintsd churchyard and Ha
Lane housing development, are all within easy walking
An explanation of the dangers of volatile mine gaseglistance of the town centre and, in a moverphasise

and explosions wagiven along with escape breathing t he t ownds mining and i ndi
apparatus, use of the canaries and a fine display ofof the Broseley Town Trail.

mi ner 6 s whicha meeson display for the

L ) While some people may regret no longer seeing the old
appreciative audience. peop y reg g o]

kibble bucket, which has for some years been on the
The eveningdfinished with a pictorial display with Memorial Plinth in the Square, this has now been
explanationsof the modern day machinery of th@é  moved to the Maypole Green in Broseley Wood and
that wasusedby the speakers during thewuorkinglives, will also form part of th&own Trail.

the power of these cutting and laag machines was Jan Lancaster



Wilkinson Avenue Haycop Rise



