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Metings of the Brosel ey Local Hstory Society
are held on the first Wdnesday of each
nonth a 7.30 pma the Boseley Sxcia QGub,
Hgh Sreet, unless otherwse announced. Gr
parking is availabe a the back of the Gub.
Menbers are requested to be seated by 7.30 to
all ow speakers a pronpt start.

Pr ogr amme

5Jin Jklee Qunmer Soiree, at Rvendell, 2
Dk Lane, Broseley, by kind invitation
of Mcheel and Gllian Rope. Hease see
details on pege 6.

Tre Wkinsn Tal in Tdfad - Rt 11,
Smer valk led by Neil QGarke. Rl
detals on page 6.
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Provisi onal programme to March 2003
4Sp Mnories of Od Broseley.

2@t A3V folloned by The Severn Grge
Qutrysice Trust, tdk given by Jim
Vet er son.

day this year. The orignd Society vas started
wth a prelinnary neeting held at The Lawns
inJdy 1972 O 2 Agwst the first gererd
neeting was held at which the followng com
nittee vas elected - John Dugdal e (President),
Mrtin Sylvester (Chairnan), lin Hardw ck
(Secretary), Dennis Mson (Treasurer), Ralph
Pee (Qrator), John Qagge and Neil Qarke
(Conmitt ee nenbers).

Previous neetings

A the April neeting Janet Doody gave a talk on
her research into the Irish conmunity in
Boseey in the second helf of the 1%th century
and drew attention to sone of the differences
between this and the conmunity in Bridgnorth.

Athough near neighbours, the two towns
atracted very different types of inmigrants
and subsequent|y devel oped equal |y different
types of communities. Bridgnorth’s econony
was agricutural, and inmigrants to that town
forned a tight knit community based around



the Gatholic church and schools sponsored
by the Acton famly. Boseley on the other
hand, being an industria tow, attracted inm-
gants wth industria skills vwo vere less
dependent on patronage and nore entrepre-
neurial.  Because they hed no centra focus such
as a church or school, these people integrated
nore readily into the loca community, an
exanpl e of this being the china painter Wiliam
Evans, who narried a Brosel ey wonan, also a
chima painter, and lived in Dke Sreet.

1851 saw a hig influx vihen the nunber of Irish
househol ds rose from 12 to 40. These vere
nainly labourers with the vonen and girls
working as pitbank girls o in the brickyards,
but there vere aso skilled vorkers. Qe o the
nost interesting groups of these were boot and
shoe nakers who began to forma distinctive
gowp of several famlies, living aong Hrris's
Geen and King Sreet. Sone of these peopl e
vere naster shoe nakers, enploying others in
the trade.

1861 saw another popul ation influx vhen the
railvay vas huilt, but these inmigrants vere
nostly transient and hed little lasting effect on
the town.

The popul ation of Broseley in the second hal f of
the 19th century was about 4,500, and al though
the nunber of Irish inhabitants was not known,
it seens likely that they quickly becane inte-
grated into the conmnity, as there are few
recorded incidents of racia disharnony. This
was in contrast to Bridgnorth wvhere, possibly
because of the closed neture of their conmonity,
there did appear to have been a certain anount
o recid tesion

A the My neeting the Annual WIkinson
Lecture, ertitled The Sirit of the Ap - Idees ad
Mvenents of the 18th Gntury and John Wi ki nson
vas given by Dana Garke. John WIkinson's
life spanned a century of trenendous change.
Wile every era has its own part to play in the
naking of history by producing its nen of
influence, the 18th century in England seened
to spam nore than its fair share of geniuses,

especidly in the spheres of science and eng -
neering. Amwng such geni uses John WI ki nson
stads ot as one of the great nen of histary, a
gant of industria and commercia enterprise
alongside a century of such giants.

In her talk, Dana put forvard sone ideas as to
why 18th century Engl and provi ded the uni que
context in vhich the entrepreneuria expertise
of a nan such as Wikinson coud flourish so
spectacularly - the new thinking of the
Enli ghtement, the excel lent education provi ded
by the Dssenting Acadenies, the interchange
of ideas through such groups as the Lunar
Sciety, the vealth created by the growng
enpire, the challenge to the establishnent by
the French Revol Wtion, the rel ative socia nobil -
ity and the ease of raising capitd.

The entrepreneurs who energed during the
18th century had to depend on aggressi ve use
of their taents in an uremtting hands-on situ-
ation as investors, nanagers and nakers, a
conhi nation thet |ent itself not to sentinent, but
nore often to ruthl essness. Dana shoved that
John WIlkinson was such a man, whom few
could natch for energy and flair.

A School boy Per specti ve

In Axil this year puils fromLEde Jues
Fonains, in the tow of Ambert in the
Auvergne, visited lronbridge on a school

exchange. David Lake was one of those who
hel ped show t hem sonething of the Ironbridge
Grge and, to keep themoccupied during their
second weekend, set a conpetition for them- an
essay, to be witten in English, on “Hw the
Iron Bridge was built”. The wnner was
Qorges Tarris wiose his essay - an i npressive
piece of understanding and fluency in a foreign
language for a Fench 12 year od of
Lebanese/ Mroccan parentage - appears
below wth al its orignd spelling and con-
structionl

It's the first ironbride inthe verld  It's
223 years ol d and fromhis construction to
now it did't have any problens. The



Iron Bridge was built because two towns
vere trading by boat and the river wvas
very dangerous and a lot of people died
The river vas very dangerous because it
hed strong currents and high tides. (note :
the IronBridge crosses the river Severn)
Ad one of the towns were produci ng
Iron so they nade an iron bridge. You
have to pay a tdl to cross it. The
IronBridge crosses the river betveen
Mdel ey Véod and Benthall. The archi -
tect was conmissioned in 1775 : Thonas
Pritchard and the builder Abraham
Carby, started the construction in wnter
1778 and finished in sunmer 1779. The
bui | der won the gold nedal of the roya
society of ats and the architect ded
before its achievenent. The pieces vere
associated like a construction gane (they
fit into other pieces) and vere fixed th
bdts ad screvs. To fix the pieces, espe-
cialy the arches, they had to put 2 wood
posts up to hold the arches up and one
crosshean to support them and for the

an inportat finaciad supporter of the
schere, fromthe beg ming throughout. The
qestion remins of corse as to vhy, if he
vere so urgert thet the Bidge shoud be huilt
iniron heddmt udertake the comstruction
o it hinsdf. Qe asver nay be thet the
schene cane to frution precisdy a the
nonent when his oan iron-naking opera-
tios vere & ful streecch Qders vere begn-
ning to flovfor Vett's New Seamengine for
Wichhesudieddl cestings. Lucrative gov-
erment cotracts for his cannon vere
incressing rgpidy. Ad his brather WIliam
ves off to France leaving the vid e resparsi -
bility for naneg ng the Bershamverks on his
shodders aggin The Drbys vere the obvi ous
chdce perheps the oly aher iramasters
vith the caetility in the ares their cayre-
hersive Qelbrockdd e works cose to the
Bide site Fa framseddng to oserstretch
yourg Arahemlll into firencid run there
nay even have been an e enert of patronege
inWkirson's re aioship wth hmance the
nai n agreenents had been reached

bui | der when he had to fix themtogether.
The di nensi ons of the bridge are 100 feet*
spen, 40 feet high above the river, and a
waho Hfeet. Theribs of the bridge are
nearly 8 fet log Thereis 284 kilos of
iral

*(note : 100 feet is equivd et to 30 netres
so 1 foot =30 centinetres)

Vé have aso received a further letter from
David de Haan, Progranme DOirector of the
Ironbridge Institute, addressed to John Freenan
in whiich he says:
Ny a min shering i dess about the Bideis to
futher the dsassion deete ad hopefu |y
tease ot new evidence - sone of wich hes
happened around the Tinewat ch progranme.
Mch nore ves recorded than ever gat to the
fird TVprogyame as you gt eqpect, in
vhich there ves of course due recogition of
Rritchard and Wi kinson in the wder schene
o things. Inthe evert, the BBCcocertrated
on wat nakes good television ad oy
fooussed on huildng the hel f-scd e madd . /s
you so rigtly say, there are dvays (a |esst)
tvo sides to ay stay ad they ae varth
edaing so | hoge this is redly the sat
rahe thenthe ed of |dts of dsossias.

The Mstery o the Iron Bidge . . . cotinued

Further to the exchange of correspondence
regarding the Tinewatch prograrme publi shed
in the Mrch issue, ve have received a letter
from Frank Dawson of Qunibria in which he
a so expresses sone concerns about the content
of the progranme. PRerhaps nore interesting,
hovever, is his suggestion as to wy Jon
Wikinson had not been involved in the actual
costruction. This is the relevart extract fram
hislate:

| ejoyed the Sxiety' s vetsite ad veu d be

Itisdlear thet WHKinson ves the rgjor cat - heppy to coe to afuture neeting, either as an

dyst for theildng o the lron B idge and



deserver o even a spesker.  You are absd ute-
ly rigt thet ve shaud streghen the links,
and naybe ve can nend sone of the umeces-
sary rifts thet oo beck rowdnost irto fdk
nenory!

You nay be avere thet sone years ago | dd a
tak to the Wkinson Sciety abat the por -
trats d theiromaster. Rrhgs it ray be of
ineest if ve can shere sone of the ather fird-
ings about the Biidge thet have emnerged from
thereoat histaicd suwvey. Theeisdsoald
o newarchiva evidence about W ki nson thet
is in the dgpositias reaing to a Gavcery
proceed ng i n the 1760s.

Donation of historical docunents

Les Pugh, who recently noved to Shrewsbury
fromBrosel ey, has donated a nuner of histor -
ical docunents to the Society. These bel onged
to the late Ms Thonas and rel ated to the histo-
ry o her famly.

The col | ection includes docunents dating from
1798 to the 1940s. They include various
onveyances, Title Deeds, Indentures and
Mrtgage Docunents. A nunber of receipts are
adsointhe cdlection incudng sone reaingto
the cholera epidenic in 1832  Mre recent
docunents include a scrapbook wth leaflets
and cuttings fromthe 20th century as vell as
various docunents relating to the Second
Vorld Veér.

The itens have been catal ogued by Paul Luter
and are a present being copied. As sone of the
docunents are of historical inportance the
Society intends lodging themin the Qunty
Records Gfice in Srewsbury vhere they wil
be conserved and openly available for
researchers. It is dsoirtended to put copies of
the docunents in Broseley library.

Fromthe Archives

W are indebted to David Lake for this
extract froma letter fromJohn Wlkinson to
Janes Witt, dated Castlehead, June 5th 1784,

vhich was taken from the Janet Butler

Archive.

| purpose being here untill the 21st, then
proceed to Bersham Broseley, Badey and to
your Huse to be ready for @ day.

Manvhile | shal | consider the Qntents of
your last Fvar of the ist inst.

If a new Engine nust be had at
Chacevater and that Expense prove a
BugBear it nay induce M to take a part -
thereis mot | thirk for M ay ather Mtive
wthout Wrk - M WIlson hes sad nathing to
M yet upon that Adventure. Before | can see
you - M Bolton will have nade (nost proba-
by) his report onthis Nine.

| hed occasion to go over to Chester &
Bersham|ast Week - | sawyour son of whoml
recd a very good account and fromvhat |
coul d observe he vas deserving of that
Ryort.

| realy have a high opinion of Janes and
though he nay not be in the nest fashi onabl e
vay a his Age | think himin a mch safer
Roed to usefu Life.

Apedale Ixift Mne

The Apedale Drift Mne, just north of
Newcast | e-under - Lyne, ceased coal production
a couple of years ago and is now the nearest
visitable Mning Experience.  The Sxiety is
plaming a coach trip there, the suggested date
bei ng Saturday 21 Septenter. Anyone interested
shou d contact David Lake, tel: 01746 762813,
wthout delay so that we can ascertain the
level of interest and wether thisis astitable
dae

The Jackfield Sip

“Life has taken a crazy turn for the 800 peopl e
inthis village by the swftly flowng Severn
The village has gone topsy-turvy. Vio e houses
lurch drunkenly, line props and garden valls
have heeled over, apple trees look nore like
weeping wllows.”



S begins one of the first reports onthe Jackfield
slip which occurred in 1952 when the clay hill -
side on vhich part of the village stood began to
slip, “cracking valls and toppling the houses
over to crazy ang es’.

By 8 Aril that year, the News Gronicle vas
reporting that the nain road through the village
had cracked down the middle and the village
was in danger of being cut intvo.

A notice varned notorists that they used the
road @ their peril. The Rst Ofice stopped dl
nail vans running intothe village, and the post -
mistress was instructed not to accept percels.
Deliveries of letters vere nade by a postnan on
a bicycle who hed to ride dong the edge of the
cracked and pothol ed road.

Fve bursts in the gas nains had resuited in a
flexible pipe being laid above ground to bring
the supply to the village, vhile vater vas being
brought in through over-ground pi pes supported
by wooden bl ocks which had to be jacked up
each veek.

Despite dangerous subsidence, railvay gangs
vere able to keep open the Severn \alley line

Ayone interested in joining the
Brosel ey Local Hstory Society
is welcone to cone al ong

to a neeting.

Further details nay be obtained from
the Menbership Secretary

Janet Robi nson
26 Cpal port Road
Brosel ey
TF12 5AZ
Tel: 01952 83249%

or fromany menber of

the Committee

from B rmingham to Shrewsbury, a service
which, as vell as passengers, carried 10, 000 tons
of coal anonth. Bit the deputy stationnaster
had to chop 20 feet fromthe dangling end of the
station’s wooden pl atfornh

Fve famlies had been evacuated to requisi -
tioned hones higher up the valley and two
hundred nore might have to leave at any tine.

@ 12 Axil the Wélington Journal reported
that athough Salthouse Road in Jackfield ves
now extrenel y dangerous to traffic, the “top’
roed ves still being used, abeit vith dfficuty.
Five houses had already been evacuated and a
nunber of others were bady affected
Verknen vere still busy on the stretch of
railvay line by the Jackfield Hilt, where hun-
dreds of tons of ash vere being used as bal | ast
for therails. Rear Tree Gttage the first house
to be evacuated in Salthouse Road, had been
spit in two wth oe part of it learing & an
angle of about 70 degrees.

Despite advice being sort from sone of the
country’s experts, no practica way had been
found to stop the landslip and on 7 February
1953 the BrmnghamGazette reported that “all
hope had gone for the sliding village'.

A derman Tom Wedge of Wenlock Town
@Qunci| said that they woul d gradual |y rehouse
the people to a new estate being hult in
Boseley. Hesaidthat it had been very hard on
sone of those who had already had to nove.
Sone had sunk their savings into their hones,
whi ch had been conpl etely lost, and now had
to pay 26 6d o 2s 6&d for a coucil house.
“But,” he added, “they are enjoying the nodern
conveni ences they didn't have before. And in
their new estate they know they wll never be
fl ooded agai n.”

Rubl i cat i ons
John W ki nson, |romaster Bdraord rary,
by Fon Davi es

pies of this book, which vas revieved in the
Novener issue of the Nevsletter, are still
available. This very readable, concise account



o the life o this genius of ar early indstry
includes 24 pages of specialy drawn line
illstratias

Qpies are availabl e from

David Lake

Socki ng Lane

Nor dl ey

W16 4SY

Tel: 01746 762813

Qst: 5.5

P&p: £L50
(Cheques should be nade payable to Brosel ey
Local Hstory Society.

Sumer
Dite
Ti ne:
Race

Wl k

3y

7.30 pm

Met at Telford Town Centre (Brown
HmGxr Park, next to Focus OY store)
Southwards along the Slkin Wy to
Sutha | and return via Sirchey village
(and the Rose and Gown publ) to the
Town Centre by 10.00 pm

Dstance: About 3 niles

Vel k:

The first vk inthis series covered sites associ -
ated wth John Wikinson in the north Telford
area, includng his iromorks at Sedshill,
Hollinswood and New Hadley and the
Shropshire Canal between Wockwar di ne
Wod Inclined Hane and Snedshill. John
Wi ki nson was one of the |eading pronoters of
the Sropshire Gnal (athorised in 1788), the
treasurer of the Qonpany (1789-1793) and
becane its biggest sharehol der.

On this second val k, we continue the thene of
John WIkinson and the Shropshire Ganal and
wll exanine further remains of the canal
betveen Snedshi || and Southal | Bank, including
Randlay Pool (reservoir), Hnkshay Pool
(basin), Southall tumnel and junction and the
stone aqueduct on the Qoal brookdal e Branch.

Jubi | ee Sunmer Soi ree

Dte Védnesday 5 June, 2002
Ti ne: 7.30 pm
Venue: Rvendell, 2 Dk Lane, Broseley

Qxt: £3.00 per person

Mchael and Gllian Pope have kindly offered to
host a Jubilee Sunmer Soiree and have invited
nenbers of the Society to their hone Rvendel |,
2 Dk Lene, Boseley. Aligt supper wil be
provided and nenbers wll be able to enjoy
the garden. This has a nunber of interesting
features from an historica point of view
including the ol d vater cistern vhich vas orig-
indly bult to provide a vater supply for
Boseley. Grs can be parked in the car park at
the top of Dark Lare.

To facilitate catering arrangenents nenbers
are asked to return the fombelow wth their
paynent, to Janet Robinson by not later than
Friday 31 My.

I/ve Wil be attending the Sunmer Soiree
and encl ose paynent of £3.00 per person.

Nene(s) :

Address:

Hease retun to Janet Fobi nson
26 Qoal port Road
Brosel ey TF12 5AZ

by not later than 31 My.

Cheques shoul d be nade payabl e to
Bosel ey Local Hstory Society.




