NEWSLETTER

Newsletter of theBroseley Local History Society
INCORPORATING THE WIKINSON SOCIETY

NOVEMBER 2015

MEETINGS

Meetings of the Broseley Local History Society ar@ Dec
held on the fist Wednesday of each month at 30

at the Broseley Social Club, High Street, unless
otherwise announced. Car parking is available at tlerFeb

back of the Club.

PROGRAMME

Annual Dinner
6 Jan An Evening with Ron Miles

The KSLI in the First World Waby
Wendy Palin

Members areequested to be seated by HB0t0 2 Mar Annual Wilkinson Lecture: Thoma

allow our speakers a prompt start.

Visitors are welcome but are asked to givdoaation

towards Society funds.
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NEW MEMBERS

The Society would like to welcome the following
new members:

Mrs. V. Wilson, Broseley

Melinda EvansBroseley.

\

Y

CHRISTMAS DINNER M

Wednesday 2nd December

The Lion, High Street, 7.00pm for 7.30pm

£17.95 per person

The Soci eraydinper i€ hlwalyssan event
which members look forwarth. As in the past, iits

to be held at The Lion Hotel in the High Street since
it makes it easily accessible to most people.

Please book your place byWednesday 25th
November at thdatest ly completing the form on
page 13andreturning it with your payment to:

Gill Pope,

Rivendell,

2 Dark Lane,

Broseley TF12 5LH.

Cheques should be made payable to the Broseley
Local History Society



Previous meeting & Canal Company, which later became part

of the London, Midland and Scottish
At the first meeting back after the summer break Ra i | way . The canalsmpgraded/ 6

Bernie Jones Chairman of theShrewsbury and reasonably successfully into the twentieth
Newport Canal Trustgave a talk outliningthe century but as trade declined with railway
history of the canal before lielg us more abouits competition the canal was gradually
route,the trustandits work. maintained less andess. In 1921 the Trench
The construction of canals in the mtd late inclined plane, the last to continue working
18th century enabled raw materials, coain Britain, closed and trade on the tbmat
limestone etc. to be moved much morisection of the network ceased.

quickly and cheaply than had previously bee The |ast working boatseached Shrewsbury

possible using pack horses or horse and cajy 1936 andLongdonuponTern in 1939. In

Industl’ia| ReVOIUtion was based Itm]e area ShropshireUnion'S Canals1 the Canal route

of what is now Telford a number of canalsfrom Norbury Junction to Shrewsbury was
were  built  which greatly aided the gfficially abandoned. Following abandonment
development of the coalfields and ironworksthe canal passed from railway ownership into
of the area. the ownership of the nationalise®ritish
The first was the Donnington Wood Canawat er ways . § theytbéga to1sé®ll6 0 6
opened in 1768 and by 1792 a network haoff much of the line of the canal even as
been built extending to Coalbo&tdale and canal enthusiasts were looking at the
Coalport in the Severn valley. These canalpossibility of restoration and reopening.

carried tubboats which were about 20 feetTpe Shrewsbury &Newport Canal Society
long and 6 feet wide, could carry-8tons of a5 formed in 1965, but after the canal was
cargo and were pulled in trains of up t(go|d off they turned to other projects and
twenty, often by one horse. In 1797 this tubyeformed under the name Shropshire Union
boat network was extendad Shrewsbury. Canal Society (SUCS). Gradually the
The Shrewsbury Canal was 17 miles longcdestruction of the canal continued with many
had 11 locks, an inclined plane at Trenclof the locks being buri@ Dukes Drive
which was 223 yards long and raised boats iaqueduct destroyed and even the unique
feet up to the Wombridge Canal and a tunn¢LongdonuponTern Aqueduct was threatened
970 yards long at Berwick. The locks werepy the suggestion that it be removed to the
only 6 feet 2 inches wide,ut at 81 feet were I|ronbridge Gorge Museum (although this
long enough to take four tuboats. never occurred).

This Shropshire network operated until 183!'Only in Newport was the canal retained after
isolated from the rest of the canal networlthe purchase byNewport U.D.C. of the
which had built up covering much of thesection within the town boundary in 1967.
country. In that year a branch was built fronLater Wrekin District Council protected the
the new Birmingham & Liverpol Junction part under their planning control from the
Canal at Norbury Junction, through Newporterection of permanent structures across the
to connect with the Shrewsbury Canal aalignment.

WappenshallThe two narrow locks between ’l'& T TR
Wappenshall and Shrewsbury were widene \ﬁ:"‘: | -. >

to take the narrowboat that had become tkh\ A\ iaye >
basic craft of the Midland canal etwork. & \'-" - e
Thus, at the very end of the canal erc
Shrewsbury was connected to the nat|0n< '
canal network. |
In 1846 many canals, including the]
Shrewsbury and the Newport branch, Wer
brought together under the commor
ownership of the Shropshire Union Railway

Tub Boat as used on the Shropsl@anal
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By Edgmondthe canal has descended 23
locks from Norbury and the remainder of the
route to Shrewsbury is virtually level. The
canal passes throudgPrestonrupon-the-
WealdMoorsa n d t hen Cr ossses
Drive, although the fine aqueduct was sadly
demolished in the 1960s. This was a smaller
version of that on the Shropshire Union Main
Line at Stretton familiar to many travelling
the A5.

On this lengh the Humber Arm runs one mile
to the south towards Donnington. Originally
it was planned to run to Lilleshall and have
seven locks.

At Wappenshall the Newport branch of

Trench inclined plane C1921

The route of the canal to Shrewsbury begin
at Norbury Junction where the Newport

Branch leaves the main line of th(—:T homas & edarfalb meets the earlier

Birmingham & Liverpool Junction Canal . .
Shrewsbury Canal. The splendid bridge at the
(now better known as the Shropshire. y P g

: . . junction still clearly shows how it carried

Union). The community which has grown up

. . both a roadway and the towpath of the
hereowes its existence totally to the canal. It .
: . . : Shrewsbury Canal, the two being separated
its heyday it was an important maintenanc . .

. . by a wall. A fine transhipment warehouse

depot for a large mileage of canals with ove

also survives.
one hundred men based there. ) ] )
_ _ Eytonis the site of the final two locks. These
From the Junction Bridge, numbered 1 on th

were widened from the origal very narrow
route to Shrewsbury, the short stretch of th :
. . locks when the Newport branch was built and
canal to the first lock is wused as

: . . “are unusual in that they have guillotine
moorings This lock, the first of the y g

~ : . R bottom gates rather than the usual mitre
iSevent eeflightSis egpnvsused as a

gates.
dry-dock.

At L Lanethe brid that iginall

Many of the locks in the flight have been .ong anethe bridge at originafly
. . . .. carried the A442 over the canal has been by

buried whilst the remainder are deep it

passed and the road nowrosses the canal
wood and scrub growth.Much of the very almost at water level
fine stonework of both the locks and bridge: ’
is in good condition although not surprisingly
little remains of the wooden gates.

NearFortonis a most unusual aqueduct
which carries both the canal and a road ove
the River Meese. Close by is the very fine
Skew Bridge which derives its name from the
angle at which the road crosses the canc
This remarkable combination illustrates the
art of the stonemason and canal builder.

The Newport bypass crosses the cana
at Meretownand shortly after the one and ¢|~
half miles of canal which remains fully in
water throughNewportbegins. On this length
can be seen a number of locks (capped wit
concrete but largely intact), the fine Summe
House Bridge, a tymial lockside cotage at

At LongdonuponTernis the oldest surviving
iron aqueduct in the world. The égard long
trough was cast at Ketley, to the design of
Thomas Telford, using one inch thick plates
and carried the canal over the Rivarern.
However, it was not planned this way and
only came about when the original stone
agueduct was swept away in a flood on 12
February 1795, before it had ever been used.

The costof the iron aqueduct was £2000!

Wappenshall Junction

busy wharf, of which one original building
remains. '

...........



At Rodingtonthe canal crosses the RiverAt that time the expansion of the navigable
Roden. Here was another notable stoncanal network wa not a popular concept and
aqueduct, which has sadly been destroyein their aim they were unsuccessfullheir
although nearby an aqueduct over an entry ifears appeared to be justifiedThe Society

a field survives. moved its prime concern to other parts of the
The canal continues througlithington, Shropshire Union system, notably the
Upton Forge, and Berwick Montgomery Canal, whilst much dhe route

Wharf to Uffington. On this stretch of canal of the canal from Norbury Junction to
is Berwick Tunnel which is 970 yards longShrewsbury was sold off to neighbouring
and was notable for the fact that it originallylandowners.

had a wooden towpath, although this waDespite the ravages of nature and of man on
removed in 1819. Sadly this stretch has alsthe canal over the intervening years very
been crossed at two points by the new A5. little, apart from in Shrewsbury, has been

From Uffington to Ditheringtonthe canal has Puilt on the line of the canallt is not too
for many years been used as a public footpa'ate to restore navigation into the heart of
and now features some nature pOO|SShropshire. In other parts of the country

At Pimleythe canal comes very close to th(communities have seen the benefits to be

River Severn. gained from canal restoration, in many cases
At Ditherington, the canal passes in front Oof canals that have been abandoned for far
longer than the Shrewsbury &

the Maltings (the world's oldest iromrdmed N M h h h th
building), and from here to near the terminu: ewpor'F. any have gone throug t.e stage
of looking like they were attempting the

the line of the canal can be followed on foo.

to the Canal Tavern. The observant will Spolmpohsglble. .Bu.t they.bbraa ndOWN cI(:jse\. LO
the sign for Factory Bridge set in to a wal@ ¢ N1 ev i nngpossiiea td r reaadmalt

opposite the Maltings. The terminaILhedShreWibury & N(_arvr\]/port.l(lla:)nals Iwe could
warehouse irShrewsburyis now the e doing the same. 's will be a loftgrm

Buttermarket night spot near the prison. project which will involve major investment
but would bring new life, new recreational

A number of canal enthusiasts gOt together iopportunities and new, environmefﬂjendly
1968 to form the Shropshire Union Canapysiness to the countryside, towns and

Society Their immediate aim was to protectyjllages between Norbury Junction and
the Shrewsbury & Newport canals, Whicrghrewsbury_

although legally abandoned for over 3@ars To promote restoration The Shrewsbury &
were still largely intact, from impending Newport CanalsTrust was formed in 2000 to
piecemeal sale. This it was felt would which interested parties and individuals can
inevitably mean that parts of the canalipelong in order to demonstrate commitment
would be filled in and structures destroye(and work together to ensure that the
and that any hope of restoring them t(shrewsbury & Newport Canals are no longer
navigation would be gone for ever. just a dotted line on a map but a living and

Tel ford vibrant waterwayfor the 21st Century.
iron aqueduct

The Trust aims to protect, conserve and

carrying the )

| Shropshire improve the route of the Shrewsbury and
Canal over Newport canals, and branches, for the benefit

| the river Tern of the community and the environment, with

| at Longden. . . .

£ the ultimate goal of restoring a continuous
The agueduct . o )

| opened in navigable waterway hking Norbury Junction

4 1797 to Shrewsbury by

replacing an f Convincing local authorities, government

departments and local organisations of the
benefits and feasibility of the proposed
restoration.

structure that
was swept
away by
floods in 1795




1 Convincing landowners, local commerce
and the general public of the meritd o
restoration.

1 Securing the route of the waterway ang
adequate water supplies.

1 Developing partnerships with local
authorities and other bodies that will
facilitate restoration of the canals.

1 Implementing an agreed programme fo
full restoration of the cana

Membership of the Trust is open to anyong
who would like to support their aimsThe
membership fees are:

Individual Membership (Annualk8.50
Individual Membership (Life)100.00
Annual Family Membership£10.00
Annual Youth Membership£3.50
9 Group /Corporate Membershif20.00
To apply for memberships e e t he o e A
website for more details Example of a Coalport china troplpyesented

to winners of the
Deighton Auctioneers are t
AGM course is now the site of

On Wednesday 7tfctober the Society held its England Primary School. These races were largely in
Annual General Meeting which was well supted the control of the Lilleshall Company; they allowed
by members. the useof the ground, they provided 75%f the

The chairman Gillian Pope gave a report on th%ommltlee members, but after John Liogdho from

activities of the Societyover the past year during conscientious moti vbecame 0D |

which members had enjoyed a varied and interestilgg neral manager in 1875, the races were never again

programme. She thanked all members of thrtlzeI d in St. Georgeos.

Committee for their hard work during the piays n 15%51 the Shropshire Conservative newspaper
described a temporary grandstanil: T lgeandstand
twelve months.

] e Osb | q the Gommi dannually erected at Pai nods
ennie Osbormvas elected ontene (ommittee an From what transpired on Monday and Tuesday last,

aItI ogthe olthefr m:ahmbers c_)f the Comn(;lttee a}gr(teeg t?/ve should advise the builder to see that the boards,
stand again for the ensuing year and wereleete comprising the flooring, are more closely connected

=A =4 =4 =4

http://cms.snct.co.uk/home

en bloc. for the future; or the Bloomer costumdl become a

After the AGM Jim Cooper gave a talk entitltdnst t er o f Thenfelloning year opin Staney
AiRace courSsherso pisnhiB aesot recorded in his journdi At t ended Pains L
Jim summarises his talk below a miserably wet day, the Grand Stand very full & in

This was a look at hor sifie higf€ & thGRds it"bfoRe dovin witiblt w0 S
(now St Georgeds), Bridggfddihos NE§Pi0& & butfnlrybatiab e d
Wenlock. There is little evidence today of these pagtises & one poor &n that was under nearly killedl.

events though at Bridgnortthere is a Racecourse\we could speculate on the motives of thep 0 o r
Drive, at Wenlock a Racecourse Road and a cul de; &as he sheltering from thiémi ser abl y w
sac named The Paddock. \fehtheS lor waS e cHE&iRg fort the®BN ® oim2 r T
Turf public house but at Newport the grandstand {s 5 5 t AteByidgnorth in 1832 a permanent

still there in the guise of a house called Audley Vi”agrardstand was built with a footprint about 12 feet by

The Wenlock racecourse as where the Much o5 or 27 feet, a Privy and a building 8 feet square for
Wenlock Primary School is situated on the A45§eights and scales for the jockeys; the cost was £362.
leading to Bridgnorth. From 1832 the races &tjerks of the Course were responsible for the general
Bridgnorth were heldon land behind where Nock managementf the meetings, eceivirg entries and
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required during his long hunting career, advancing
years neither lessened his nerve nor diminished the
number of hs accidents,. He had one glayg, and
wore eyeglasses as well. In the course of one he

lost the lot, and it was noticed that he did not ride
with his usual judgement. He took big fences when
there were little ones and so on. At last the run came

| have been jumping or where | haveshebut this is
the best horse | Hemanagedwa s
his brothefin-l a w, t he Ear | of
stable.

Finally we had a look at some Coalport china
trophies presented to wi
Stakes; five of these were showrluding one now
owned by myself and another in the possession of the
Coalport China Museum.

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR
2016

e ~ & Subscriptions are now due for the yez0l15
Colonel Henry Forester 2016 If you have not paid please complete t
preparation of the course; he was often a locél form below and return to Janet Robinsg
business man, a publican or simildhomas Nock Membership Secretary BLHS, 26, Coalport Ro
held this role at Bridgnorth from 1831 to 1846. Hel Broseley, TF12 5AZ. 01952882495

was an auctioneer (founder of Nock Deighton) ang
landlord of the Crown and Royal public house. Hg Thecosb f a year 0 s£7er Bl forc
also provided livery for the racehorses. Shifnall couples.

racehorse trainer Henry Wadlow was clerk &
Wenlock 182944 and at Shifnal 18346. He was a
jockey in the first Grand National in 1839 when he
came in 8. In the 1854 Grand National he trained Namb. &le¥e e dek sk 6 dE als &
the winning horse named]| gfigBsogug ¢ @B @ ¢ é & heng gWagd |
his younger brother owned a thoroughbred stallio
which toured Shifnal, Bridgnorth, Munslow, Ludlow,
Craven Arms, Church Stretton aktich Wenlock to
service mares at those places. John was clerk
Wenlock 185155 and 185%7. He was also landlord
of the Raven in Wenlock from 1865 till his death in
1867.

Stewards of the races were appointed to ensure t
the rules of racing were observed and to adjudicate encl ose A ébébébésééédésd é .
disputes. Their chief qualifications werfdo have
been to a good school and to have no expeeiefc || E.Mail (If you would like to receive Newsletter
ridi ng Theywere lonoored V.I.P. guests.
One of the most noteworthy mentioned was Co
Henry Forester, the last of eleven children of the firg
Lord Forester. Colonel Forester was, abovehatigs,
a | over of h u n tmora falls than d
most men. No matter how often the surgeon wag

Cheques should be made payable to Broseley
Local History Society.
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Henry Dibblee
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MANY of the Readers of the JourNAL
must require something out of the
ordinary in

Mantels, Fire-Places, Mosaics
This encaustic tlef r om t he Socgi or Special Furniture

measuring 60 square and
it says manufactured by
DI BBLEE CO. , of CHI CAG

but who was Henry Dibblé&e THE HENHY DIBBLEE GOMPANY

Henry Dibblee was born on 2@ugust 1840 in New |149 and 150 Michigan Avenue, Chicago
York and moved to Chicago in January 1873, joining
William R. and John S. Gould in a foundry and irorfienry Dibblee was the senior partner when he died
business, trading as Gould and Dibblee. Off 2¢uddenly of kart failure at his home on %19
November 1873 he married Laura Nash Field, (@ecember 1907

sister to Marshall Field owner af lage department The Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust has a similar

To all such we will furnish designs "
if they will communicate with

storeinCht ago that | ater b e tleathes wdldaite stadesthat: t hey had
2 daughters, Bertha, born 18@rs JohnKig) and A The spelling of Di bbl ee i
Frances Fidela born 187Wrs A. Sprague). name shoul d only have onNnE

In 1878 the Gould and Dibblee partnership wasumbers of these tiles were udedfloor part of the
dissolved and Henry continued as a dealer Ma ws wor ks! o

ornamental ironwork and later extending his range tplowever this is clearly not so, as the advert shows,
include mant el si Ehe Building It spellindiiscbriedt; #her® are any number of reasons
Interestso published i nwhylNMad weteelsitcwithi thi€ dtock Pethaps ehep a r
as fione of the best kn aanpanywas volnd @ adrdaken ovériddriflg the eaflyh i
reputationo and fAa | ar geeaded d¢tt@ 20 centiry; &d réfetedice Was foun®td a g €
The tile business, so the book continued, was vetie business after the death of Henry in 1907.
extensive Awith |l arge guantities i mported from

Shropshire, England, where they are manufacturqx;}]e Hayward Mosaic Headstone

by Maw & Co. 0 Janet Dood "

. , . . net Doody writes

For eight years Dibblee conducted this extensive ang y

growing business, until 1886 when it was ided to A number of readers may be aware of the elaborate

form a stock company; Henry then retired from thignosaic hadstone i n Maded) ey (

concern and entered into real estate where ﬁ:@urchyard, tg a youngoy, Charle.s Arthur El'r'ner.
organised a business partnership with Geor o died on 6 November 1906. His mother is said

Manierre becoming Dibblee and Manierre. o have prought the tile pieces home from h.er work at
Maws Tile Works and constructed the design on the
family kitchen table.



: ,JOHNHAYWARD
8 BORN MAY/1ST1871 :
'DIED APRIL ATHI907, E "Bv AN EXPEOSION

| “BF cas AE. Bnu:cuonnl

AUGUST 277H 1861 &

BORN APRIL 8™ 1838

SIDIED NOVE 14™ 1908
i “IN THE MIDST OF LIFE ; s
WE ARE IN DEATH” ;

ALso or NARCARET
wngr- OF THEDN

Editor: Where mBroseIey have | been this month?
The answer will be printed ifrebruard s copy
Newsletter. A browse through some old copies of the
Society Journal may help you identify the resting
place of the unfortunate Wiliam Doughty (see
Broseley Cemetery too, has a mosaic headstore, tabove).

father and son, George and John HAYWARDh the last editio of Newsletter we were looking for
George, the father was born in Sutton Maddock ahe identity of the building below, built in 1663. How
8th April 1838. Following his marriage to Catherinemany people guessed correctly that it was Raddle
in 1858 he moved to Madeley parish and initial\Hall in Church Street?Raddle Hall was home to
worked as a labourer constructing the Severn Valldgcal historian, John RandallRandall was born in
Railway. Hecontinued to live in the Ironbridge area, Broseley in 1810. For much of his life he worked as a
working as a coalminer and at the time of his deatlghina painter at both the Coalport and Rockingham
14" November 1908 was living in Waterloo Street. China Works, specialising in painting birds. He lived
John HAYWARD, his son was born in Ironbridge othrough major changes in the district. When he was
1° May 1871, one of 4 children; he remained singlborn Broseley was a majoranmaking and mining
living with his parents until the 1891census when hdistrict. By the time he was 20 ironmaking had all
moved to 21 King Street, Broseley to live with higut ceased and Broseley had become a depressed
sister Jane and her family. Jane had marrietown. Mining gradually dclined, such that by the
Matthew Davis in 1882, a butcher and dairymaniime his bookabout Broseleywas published, there
John worked for him, as a slaughter man anwere fewer than 200 people working in the mines of
assistant butcher, beforgs death on @April 1907.  Broseley. During this period ironmaking and mining
Jane had 16 children, 11 of whom were still living invere replaced by the clay industries of Brick and Tile
1911, Francis William (1887); Edith Rose (1888)making as well as Pottery and Clay pipe manufacture.
Hayward (1890); Charles Henry Percy (1892); Ceci
(1894); Arthur (1896); Archibald (1897); Elsie
(1898); Olive (1900); EllenJane Ann.

Both mosaic headstones appear to have be
individually made and whilst there is an obviou
connection to Maws with the Turner one, the san
cannot be said for the Hayward family stoAayone :
any ideas?

Raddlelall

(0]



ERIC JOHN COX i AN OBITUARY

Of Eric Cox it could never be said thle lacked a
sense of humoutWhen at some social gathering of

other the conversationutr n e d t o inWher e | wa s
educ &ticevba | d casual l wvndannounce AShint
wer e at Oxfordo and then Il ook to me for confilr mat |

AAt iGhr Churcho weEnededlyhee my reply.
would admit to his bewildered hearers that our
residence at the Univefrsityos poshest coll elge we
temporary, at a seminar mounted by the Civic Trust
lasting aweekend. The weekend offered time for
networking. It was the beginning of the press,
which led to the declaration of the BroseleyEric leaves behind his wife and companion Dot, their
Conservation Area. offspring Vicci and Charlie with their spoes His

It will be his public spiritedness for which Eric will €1y death at aged 68 deprives his young

be best remembered, for example with thes@ley granddaughters of the pleasure of growing to know
Society; by breathing life into the [then] Wilkinson Nim better.

Sodety; with Broseley in Blom; membeship of the Since | heard of his death there has been ngnni
Carnival Committeeinteresting Shropshire Buildingt hr ough my mind t hat old m
Preservation Trust in the Duke Street cottages and®& o mr a&éé & a better never
course his vision for the Birch Meadow Centre

Beyond Broseley there was his work with the;rhe Reererd B D SHINTON

Newport Navigation Trusand membeship of The

Lions. There were thoughlesserknown hands on

achievementssuchas those in connection with the

maypole in Broseley Wood or the hours spent with

Dot and others stripping the floo in The Lawns

outbuildings. He was the first to admit that i

attention span was sometimes short, but it was

appropriate that having been a councillor for 7 years

his service to Broseley was rewarded by the Coxes

being made Town Mayor and Mayoress.

Picture courtesy of Joan Banks

There were two things of which Eric was proud.

When one of his projects had proved to be a success

he would admit 0 Nheteasteadd for a | ad from
of L o n d dnndays Eher?every Tom, €k or

Harry proclaims himself to be an engineer Eric had

compkted a proper apprenticeshigs a result of my

problems with sumps, mower engines and the rest, |

was glad of it.

Some of
car enthusiast
friends formed
a procession
through town to
show their
respect.

Picture
courtesy of
Joan Banks




